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Acts 5:12–16 / from Psalm 118 / Revelation 1:9–11a, 12–13, 17–19 / John 20:19–31 

 

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday. Mercy is Jesus on the cross, shedding tears for our hurts and inviting us to 
believe in the incredible love of God. But the reason it is mercy is because, ultimately, Jesus is the Lord God, 
described in the second reading, with blazing eyes and a tongue like a double-edged sword, the faithful 
witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth (Rev 1:5). One day we all will face Him 
in all His power and glory. He will ask each of us: Have you lived believing me, loving me, and following 
me?”  We should never forget that…. and pray for mercy. 

But, we can pray for mercy with confidence. Notice the first thing Jesus says to John in the Revelation on 
Patmos: Do not be afraid. This is the essence of what Jesus said to His disciples the evening of that first day 
of the week––the night of the first Easter Sunday––when they were locked away because of their fear. Jesus 
appeared (through the locked door, which surely escalated their fears even more) and said to them, Peace be 
with you.  

Think about our own fears. What are we afraid of? Maybe it is the awful stories of that appear in our news 
every day. Maybe it’s the political scene that seems to offer few good choices with reasonable hope. Maybe it’s 
something closer––a personal financial catastrophe or a relationship that is painful or falling apart or an awful 
physical affliction. Or maybe the fear is even closer, deep in the heart; a voice that keeps shouting to your spirit, 
“you’re no good; you can never be forgiven for what you’ve done.” 

On this day that Jesus has given the Church as a special grace of Divine Mercy, we are invited to hear some of 
the last words Jesus gave in Holy Scripture (which occur in the book of Revelation): I am the First and the 
Last. I am the Living One. Once I was dead, but now I am alive for ever and ever! I hold the keys of 
death and the netherworld. This is why Jesus can say, Do not be afraid.  

Because Jesus is God and because Jesus died and rose again, He is still saying to all who will hear: Peace be 
with you. That's the gospel. 

Yes, there are two things every human being on earth should be afraid of: death and hell. That’s the power of 
sin, and those two things are behind all our other fears. But even more, there is a way not to be afraid: it is to 
know Him who hold[s] the keys. The one who holds the keys is the Son of God; He died for us to wipe out our 
sins and He rose from the dead to show that death itself is not greater than the love of God. We are offered 
mercy. 

So on this Divine Mercy Sunday Jesus is saying to each one of us, "Let me be, in your life, who I really 
am."  How can it be?  Ask the Holy Spirit to imprint this picture of who Jesus is deep in your mind and heart: 
I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One. Once I was dead, but now I am alive for ever and ever! 
I hold the keys of death and the netherworld. 

If we do that we will be gripped by Mercy, and our lives will be different. This is our faith. Amen! 

 


