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Exodus 3:1–8a, 13–15 / Psalm 103 / First Corinthians 10:1–6, 10–12 / Luke 13:1–9 

A lot of hard “stuff” is happening around us and in the world at large. Whether it’s a tragedy on 
headline news or an occasion of suffering in our personal lives, we instinctively ask why. We 
want a reason––a way to bring control, or even someone to blame to get retribution. A common 
belief held by people in the Old Testament––by the Jews in the days of Jesus––was the idea that 
calamity was a punishment sent from God for sins. Jesus identifies that attitude here. A number 
of Galileans had been killed by Pilate's soldiers. In another incident, eighteen men had been 
killed in an accident when a tower fell on them. The popular opinion would have been that those 
people were guilty of some particular sin which God was punishing.  

Maybe you have experienced an awful tragedy––or know someone who has––and then struggled 
with perceived guilt, thinking that if "this" or "that" could be redone the awful thing would not 
have happened. That is a terrible load to live under, and it's not a Christian view of life. Is it a 
sign of God's judgment on a person if a bad accident or horrible illness hits? Jesus says no. 

On the other hand, some would argue there is no meaning at all in design nor any purpose in 
circumstances. These say, “What happens, happens.” For them life is like a throw of the dice. 
This, too, is not a Christian view of life. 

As Christians, we need to see our world and its many issues through the eyes of Christian Faith. 
Bad things in life are neither signs of God's specific punishment nor mere chance incidents 
which happen. Christian Faith says that life's events do have meaning, but that the particular 
meaning is not clearly obvious to us at the time––or perhaps not in this life. The bottom line is to 
trust the God who loved the world by giving His Son to die for our own suffering, sin and death. 

Yet there is a general meaning to the bad that happens in our world. Whatever else it might 
mean, the existence of tragedy is a witness that the world is not the way it was meant to be. 
Christian Faith understands that the early disobedience to God, called “the Fall,” has serious 
repercussions. Humanity's rebellion against God is foundational to everything else we believe 
about both evil and the hope of salvation. Whenever bad things happen, we should remember 
that the world is not as it was meant to be––nor is it the way it shall one day be. 

Suffering can be caused by personal sin. Sometimes God sends judgment on specific people 
because of their sin––think of Herod in Acts 12. Yet human suffering can also come from an evil 
reaction to righteousness––evil people hating and lashing out at goodness. Over and over in 
Scripture we see good people suffering because of evil. The real issue of suffering is universal 
sinfulness. So Jesus gives this warning, Unless you repent, you too will all perish. 

 



Suffering should remind all of us, more than anything else, of our temporal existence. No one is 
spared pain; we live in a painful world.  No one escapes sin; the evil that is at work in our world 
affects all of us. None of us is going to escape judgment. The writer to the Hebrews says, man is 
destined to die once, and after that to face judgment (9:27). There is no escaping the pain of 
living in this world and there is no way to escape the time when God will assess each of our 
lives. 

This is where the analogy of the fig tree comes in. Unless the fig tree bears fruit it is worthless 
and will be cut down, and unless we bear the fruit of God’s Spirit, we will suffer the fire of God's 
judgment. We need to have the right kind of fruit in our lives. There is something worse than 
being the object of violence or an accident in this world. There is something worse than living 
with this world's pain. The worse thing is to live a life of worthlessness as far as God is 
concerned.  Here was a fig tree using natural resources without giving any fruit––why should it 
use up the soil? (v7)). 

Some people live the same way. The question for each of us is whether we are bearing fruit in 
our lives for God. The real tragedies in life are not those of temporal suffering which come to 
people for whatever reason and then pass away with this life. The real tragedies are found in 
people who turn away from God and mostly live for themselves. It is so easy to think that as long 
as we are comfortable, things are okay. Jesus wants us to know there is a Day of Reckoning 
coming. We all need the grace of God, and we need to take that seriously. All we have to invite a 
horror worse than temporal tragedy do is do nothing––like the barren fig tree.  

But there is Good News: God gives us the time to do something––to respond to His grace and 
live in the life of His Spirit. The fig tree was given another year to see if fruit might yet come. As 
long as we have time and life, God is giving us a time of mercy to consider judgment, and to turn 
our hearts to Him. As long as we have Now, Jesus can turn our barrenness into fruitfulness 
toward God. This does not mean we will escape all tragedy in life. But whenever we see or even 
experience bad things, we can be reminded that such is life in a world where brokenness is 
everywhere.  So we are always aware of our need for mercy––the mercy of our Lord that is there 
for all people who will receive it. May we all hunger for the fruit of righteousness. 

 


